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Angela Kern has been 
hired as the new Minneota 
City Clerk, it was recently an-
nounced.

Kern, who grew up in Min-
neota, began her duties last 
week.

"The first week went great," 
she said. "I still have a lot to 
learn, but I made it through 
without any problems so far."

Kern replaces Laurie Lale-
man, who left the position re-
cently for another job.

There were seven applicants 
for the City Clerk position once 
the opening was advertised.

"Angela has a degree in ac-
counting with experience in 
A/P, A/R, payroll, sales tax, 
GL balancing, audit prepara-
tion and customer service," 
said City Administrator Shirley 
Teigland. "I am confident that 
Angela is an excellent match 
for the position of City Clerk 
and will be a great addition to 

the city staff.”
Among Kern's duties will be 

utility billing operations, pay-
roll functions, accounts pay-
able/receivable, assist in man-
aging the overall operations of 
the city on a day-to-day basis, 
serving as the city’s primary re-
ceptionist and providing rou-
tine information to the public.

Kern, whose maiden name is 
Bottelberghe, graduated from 
Minneota High School in 2001. 
She and her husband, Brad, 
moved to Cold Spring in 2006 
after they were married, and 
then moved back to Minneota 
in June of 2018. Brad works for 
Midco. 
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Kern hired as new City Clerk
Minneota native excited for new challenges working for city

By Scott Thoma
scott@thomabooks.com

After having a mostly mild 
winter, a recent winter storm 
brought freezing rain, strong 
winds and blowing and drift-
ing snow last Thursday and 
caused schools to be closed, 
events to be postponed or 
cancelled, and multiple ve-
hicles to slide into ditches in 
southern Minnesota.

Hazardous travel condi-
tions continued on Friday as 
high winds, blowing snow and 
compacted ice led to travel ad-
visories for many highways in 
Lyon, Lincoln, Murray and 
Pipestone counties.

A large portion of west cen-
tral, southwest and southeast 
Minnesota was still under a 
blizzard warning on Friday. 
Despite only 2-4 inches of 
snow being reported in this 
area, high winds with gusts 
up to 55-60 miles per hour re-
duced visibility and made for 
difficult driving conditions.

Minneota, which measured 
four inches of snow to go along 
with strong winds, cancelled 
its sporting events scheduled 
on both Thursday and Friday, 
rescheduling them on Satur-
day with a home tripleheader 
of wrestling, boys basketball 
and girls basketball.

It was reported that there 
were some drifts over a foot 
high in places in Minneota, 
Ghent and Taunton.

Several accidents were re-
ported, but only two involved 
minor injuries. The Minne-
sota State Patrol reported five 
semi trucks had jackknifed, as 
well as numerous cars in the 
ditch.

The Minnesota Department 
of Transportation (MnDOT) 
advised no travel on the fol-
lowing local highways on Fri-
day, Jan. 15: Highway 14 from 
the South Dakota border to 
Tracy, and Highway 23 from 
Pipestone to Marshall.

"No Travel Advised" means 
that the roadway has dete-
riorated and/or visibility has 
been reduced to the point that 
it is very dangerous to travel; 
there are reports of intermit-
tent white out conditions; 
and, some weather condi-
tions can be severe enough 
that road treatments, such as 
salt or sand, are not effective, 
MNDOT explained.

On Thursday, Jan. 14, no 
travel was advised on these 
local highways, but MnDOT 
upgraded the status to snow-
covered as of 3 p.m. on Friday 
while urging drivers to use 
caution when traveling on 
these roads: Highway 19 from 
Marshall to Vesta, Highway 59 
from Marshall to Highway 14, 
and Highway 68 from High-
way 19 to Wabasso.
Blizzard   Continued on Page 2

SNOW, HIGH
WINDS CAUSE
HAZARDOUS
CONDITIONS

By Scott Thoma
scott@thomabooks.com

It seems like a lot longer time 
than it has actually been since 
winter sports have been played, 
but the Minneota Vikings' 
teams didn't seem to miss a 
beat.

Due to some scheduling 
changes, the boys and girls bas-
ketball and the wrestling teams 
all played at home on the same 
day for their season openers. 
And all three came away with 
impressive wins.

It was 10 months ago that the 
Minneota girls basketball team 
were preparing for their Class 
A state semifinal game when 
officials cancelled the remain-
der of the tournament due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

And then the start of the 
winter sports season was de-
layed this year due to the pan-
demic. The girls basketball 
team seemed to play with little 
rust from all the idleness and 
rolled past MACCRAY 70-38 
in a Camden Conference game 
on Saturday night.

"We looked good as a team," 
said girls basketball coach 
Chad Johnston. "It was a good 
start to our season." 

Prior to that game, the boys 
basketball team came up with 
a 75-70 victory over Camden 
Conference and Section 3A 
nemesis Dawson-Boyd. Senior 

forward Jacob Hennen hit a 
close-range shot for his 1,000th 
career point with nine minutes 
left in the first half. He finished 
with 24 points.

And the wrestlers posted a 
pair of wins in a home triangu-
lar against Tracy-Milroy-Bala-
ton/Westbrook-Walnut Grove 
and Fulda/Murray County 
Central. The Vikings topped 
TMB/WWG 47-24 and steam-
rolled Fulda/MCC 70-6. Those 
matches marked the first var-
sity competitions held in the 
renovated auxiliary gym. 
Vikings  Continued on Page 2

By Scott Thoma
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The history behind a 
120-year-old, three-burner gas 
stove nestled among other an-
tique items in the Opera Hall 
above the former Big Store has 
begun to unfold.

The 1901 model stove built 
by Insurance National Stove 
Company of Lorain, Ohio was 
first owned by Joseph Joseph-
son and his wife Helga Jonsdot-
tir when they moved to Min-
neota and built a home on the 
northwest corner of Madison 
and 4th Streets in 1904. The 
stove was used in their home 
for many years until Joseph and 
Helga died and the estate was 
passed on to their twin son and 
daughter, Victor and Elvira.

Over the years, Victor and 
Elvira rented the home out to 
several people, including one 
business - the Bourgeois Fu-
neral Home.

"When the funeral home 
went in, they moved a lot of 
things to the attic to make more 

room," said Olive Evanson, a 
great-great niece to Helga Jon-
sdottir. "They put the stove, 
an old pump organ, trunks, a 
bunch of Life magazines and a 
lot of other things in the attic."

Olive's parents, Joseph and 
Helen Gislason, purchased the 
home from Victor and Elvira in 
the early 1970s and the many 
items in the attic came with the 
home.

Stove    Continued on Page 2

Alex DePestel hoists his opponent Noah Ortiz of Tracy-Milroy-Balaton/Westbrook-Walnut 
off the mat before eventually pinning him in their 160-pound match on Saturday. Mascot photo 
by Brian Jeremiason

Back to their
winning ways
Vikings' teams all win openers

Jacob Hennen scores the 
1,000th point of his career on 
a close-range jumper against 
Dawson-Boyd on Saturday. 
Mascot photo by Brian Jeremia-
son

ANTIQUATED STOVE STOKED WITH HISTORY

This 1901 gas stove was donated to the Minneota Historical Society many years ago by Olive 
Evanson. Mascot photo by Scott Thoma

120-year-old gas burner
now property of SPMH

Olive Evanson
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What’s Happening?
January

Thursday, Jan. 21
5 p.m. - Wrestling: Minneota Triangular vs. Marshall and 

Morris Area
Friday, Jan. 22

5 p.m. - Wrestling: Triangular, Minneota and Long Prai-
rie-Grey Eagle at BBE High School in Belgrade

7 p.m. - Boys Basketball: Minneota at Lac qui Parle Val-
ley

Tuesday, Jan. 26
7 p.m. - Boys Basketball: Minneota vs. MACCRAY at 

Clara City
7 p.m. - Girls Basketball: Minneota vs. Lakeview at Cot-

tonwood
Thursday, Jan. 28

5 p.m. - Wrestling: Triangular, Minneota and Luverne at 
Worthington

7 p.m. - Boys Basketball: Renville County West at Min-
neota

Friday, Jan. 29
7 p.m. - Girls Basketball: Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa at 

Minneota
Saturday, Jan. 30

11 a.m. - Wrestling: Minneota Triangular vs. United and 
Hutchinson

TBD - Dance: Canby/Minneota at Dawson-Boyd/Lac qui 
Parle Valley

February
Monday, February 1

7 p.m.- VFW meeting at the VFW Hall. New members 
are welcome. 

CITY HALL 
BAR & GRILL

Dine in or 
take out 

available!
Call 507-
872-6374

Updated hours:
Bar: 4-10 p.m. Mon. - Sat.

Kitchen: 4-9 p.m. Mon. and
11 a.m. -9 p.m. Tues. - Sat.

Closed Sundays

Sunshine & 
Moonshine

Tri-County Veterinary Clinic
201 1st Street W. • Taunton 507-872-6113

Pet Owner: Jerry Bottelberghe
Breed: African Fish
Favorite Activities: 

Lighting up the night 
with their moves!

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Dallas, TX1601917

Making you our #1 priority is 
what’s made State Farm® #1*  
in auto insurance. I’m here to  
listen to your needs and to  
help life go right.  
CALL ME TODAY.

Putting you 
first made 
us #1.

* Based on written premium as  
reported by SNL Financial 2014.

Kevin Anundson, Agent
100 E 1st Street

Minneota, MN  56264
Bus: 507-872-6781

kevin.anundson.b48m@statefarm.com

From  the  
Mascot  Kitchen

Blizzard Cookies
While the area was hit by a blizzard last week, we thought 

making blizzard cookies would be appropriate. They are 
easy to make and perfect with a cup of hot chocolate on a 
wintry day.

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter, softened
4 oz. cream cheese, softened
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 egg
1 tsp vanilla
3 1/2 cups flour
1 tsp cornstarch
1 tsp baking soda
1/4 tsp salt
1 1/2 cups white chocolate chips

DIRECTIONS
Using a mixer, in a large bowl cream together butter and 

cream cheese until blended. Add sugar and brown sugar 
and beat on medium-high speed for two minutes, or un-
til light and fluffy. Add the egg and continue beating until 
combined. Stir in vanilla. In medium bowl, whisk together 
the flour, cornstarch, baking soda and salt. With mixer on 
low speed, gradually add flour mixture to butter mixture in 
the large bowl and combine completely. Stir in white choc-
olate chips. Cover and chill in refrigerator for 30 minutes. 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees and line cookie sheets with 
parchment paper. Once dough is chilled, roll into 1 1/2-
inch balls. Place on parchment paper and slightly flatten 
with the bottom of a glass. Baker for 8-10 minutes and al-
low to cool for 10 minutes before transferring from cookie 
sheet.

Students
4 on Lake Area President's List

Four local students have been named to the Lake Area Tech-
nical College President's List for the fall semester, it was recently 
announced.

Evan Moorse and Grady Moorse, both of Minneota, along with 
Nancy Jerzak and Jason Marczak, both of Ivanhoe, were among 
the outstanding students who qualified to be on the President's 
List. 

The President’s List is a list of outstanding students who, through 
their initiative and ability, have indicated a seriousness of purpose 
in their educational program. The President’s List is limited to full-
time students who have achieved a semester grade point average 
of 3.5 to 4.0. 

The Minneota Police Department and First Responders received 
the following calls for service: 

Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021
•Medical call in the 100 block of Hwy 68.
•Truancy in the 400 block of E 3rd Street.
•Medical call in the 200 block of N. Madison Street.
•Traffic Stop in the 200 block of E. Lyon Street.
 

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021
•Two Permit to Purchase Applications.
•Medical call in the 200 block of N. Madison Street.
•Medical call in the 600 block of N. Grant Street.
•Medical call in the 100 block of E. Lyon Street.
 

Thursday, Jan. 14, 2021
•Permit to Purchase Application
 

Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021
•Burglary Alarm in the 100 block of Hwy 68.
 

Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021
•Keys locked in a vehicle in the 200 Block of N. Adams Street.
•Motor Vehicle Collision in the alley of the 200 block of N. Ad-

ams Street.

Police Blotter

What can I believe?
Recently several people have asked me if I had any knowledge 

about the U.S. President declaring martial law, politicians being 
arrested by the military, America breaking up into two countries, 
or some other fear they had heard in the media.

Those asking were genuinely concerned and hoped that I could 
provide them with more information. My answer to them was no. 
No, I don’t know of any of these things actually occurring or be-
ing seriously discussed. No, I don’t believe any of it is true and no, 
there was not and will not be a coup of the U.S. government.

One of the reasons we survive and prosper is our form of gov-
ernment and our laws which have served us well for 243 years. In 
today’s world and economy, everyone is deeply dependent on a 
strong and productive United States. It is in no one's interest for 
us to fail, either domestically or internationally.

Yes, things could be better, and yes, there is division. However, 
there has always been division and there have always been people, 
groups, political parties, and countries vying for positions of pow-
er and influence here and abroad.

For me, I try to focus on the horizon and look to the future 
rather than the drama immediately before me.  Things come and 
go like the wind and in the end, I will still be here. You will still be 
here. Minneota will still be here and, so too, will our country and 
government. 

I  encourage you to turn off the news. Limit your social media to 
positive and uplifting posts and enjoy living your life.

Ask the Chief
By Minneota 

Police Chief Bill Bolt

Kern Continued from Page 1
The Kerns have three children, Brynn, 11; Parker, 8; and Lau-

ryn, 3.
Prior to applying for and accepting the position of Minneota 

City Clerk, Kern was employed at U.S. Bank in Marshall. She was 
accepted for the City Clerk position on Dec. 8 and her starting 
date was Jan. 7.

"I get to be closer to home and family now," said the personable 
Kern, when asked what will she like about working for the City 
of Minneota. "Every day is different, challenging and exciting. No 
two days are the same."

Kern also lists reading, scrapbooking, card making, sewing and 
spending time with family as her interests and hobbies.

Blizzard   Continued from Page 1
At approximately 3:30 p.m. last Friday, a semi truck jackknifed, 

slid on the ice and tipped over on Highway 14 just went of County 
Highway 1 in Lincoln County where the road still had spots with 
large drifts and impacted ice, according to the Lincoln County 
Sheriff 's Department. The semi blocked both lanes of Highway 
14. Vehicles were being routed around the scene. No injuries were 
reported.

County 1 was blocked completely to the north by numerous ve-
hicle being stuck in drifts on the road.

As of Saturday, some roads were still reporting slippery spots.
Note: If the public would like to check road conditions before 

venturing out, you can view snow plow cameras that are avail-
able through the www.511mn.org website. Please note that not 
all plows have cameras. Road conditions on major highways can 
also be viewed through the Road Weather Information System 
(RWIS), which is also part of 511.

Small businesses and nonprofits in Lyon County impacted by 
COVID-19 can apply to receive a grant to help with expenses in-
curred during the pandemic.

 Grant awards will be provided to eligible businesses and non-
profits that have been adversely impacted by a Minnesota Gover-
nor executive order related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Appli-
cants must also have experienced a financial hardship as a result of 
the public health emergency.

 The Minnesota Legislature and Governor Walz passed legis-
lation authorizing a $216.8 million economic relief package for 
businesses struggling as a result of the pandemic. Nearly $115 mil-
lion of this funding was distributed to Minnesota counties to pro-
vide relief grants to local businesses and non-profits.  Lyon County 
Commissioners have allocated $500,000 for the grant program.

 The application and program overview are located at www.ly-
onco.org/relief.  Applications are due February 17.

 Questions about the grant program or the application may be 
directed to relief@co.lyon.mn.us or (507) 537-6249.

Lyon County grants available to
aid small businesses, non-profits

Vikings  Continued from Page 1
Coaches and players were pleased to finally get the season un-

derway.
"I think getting into mat shape will be the hardest, with less 

practice time and the way we have to run practices due to CO-
VID," said wrestling coach Matt Myrvik. "We will have to be cre-
ative to improve in this area. I do think most teams are in the same 
situation and we will see how it progressive throughout the year."

Stove    Continued from Page 1

Before selling the home to current owners Alvin and Marilyn 
Smith, Joe Gislason felt the items in the attic needed to eventually 
be sold to anyone interested or donated to the Minneota Histori-
cal Society for posterity sake. Joe sold the pump organ to a neigh-
bor and got rid of some of the other items.

"I wanted to bring the stove to Brownton where I lived, but my 
husband said we didn't have any room for it," Olive laughed. "So I 
talked to Daren (Gislason, who is Olive's cousin) and asked him if 
he would like to have it and he said yes."

For many years, Daren has been maintaining the Society for the 
Preservation of Minneota Heritage as the lone remaining member 
from the original group. He is now a consultant and historian with 
the newly-formed SPMH.

Olive's late husband, Everett, and two of his friends carried the 
heavy stove down from the attic, loaded it on a large truck and 
placed it in the upstairs Opera Hall, which house the historical 

museum. 
Joe Gislason 

passed away in 1982 
and his wife passed 
10 years later.

Another item that 
was donated to the 
SPMH was some-
how inadvertently 
tossed away.

"My family was 
one of the first peo-
ple in Lyon County 
to have a television 

set," said Olive. "That was in the early 1940s. We donated the set 
and it sat up in the Opera Hall for several years."

When a crew cleaned in the Opera Hall several years ago, they 
tossed the antiquated TV set away, not realizing its historical val-
ue.

But the stove and its history remains in the Opera Hall.

The home Joseph and Helga had built in 1904 that still stands 
on the corner of 4th and Madison Streets in Minneota. Contrib-
uted photo.

Joseph Josephson and 
his wife Helga Jonsdottir

Dahms: 'Let school districts
decide how to safely reopen'

Last week a bill was introduced in the Minnesota Senate giving 
school districts the option to determine their own procedures and 
timelines for reopening. Senator Gary Dahms (R-Redwood Falls) 
released the following statement supporting the bill.

"Our children are the future, and it is imperative we get them 
safely back in the classroom," said Sen. Dahms. "Each school dis-
trict is best prepared to determine their unique course of action to 
safely reopen their schools.

"Local school boards and community leaders know their dis-
tricts and students best. They are the ones to make the best deci-
sions on how to safely reopen their schools instead of state bu-
reaucrats."

Mounting evidence shows schools pose a minimal risk in 
spreading the coronavirus including a Reuters report that studied 
191 countries and found no clear link between school reopenings 
and coronavirus surges.

In addition, Axios looked at several studies and found schools 
are not Covid hotspots, and the Atlantic Magazine wrote that kids 
are not super-spreaders. The New York Times reported on evi-
dence that schools (especially elementary schools) are not "stok-
ing community transmission."

There is also agreement about the impact distance learning is 
having on students: The American Association of Pediatrics has 
said: "The AAP strongly advocates that all policy considerations 
for the coming school year should start with the goal of having 
students physically present in school. The importance of in-per-
son learning is well-documented, and there is already evidence of 
the negative impacts on children because of school closures in the 
spring of 2020."

A new report by UNICEF, the United Nations agency for chil-
dren, warned that "the future of an entire generation is at risk." 
The report stated: "Children and schools are not the main drivers 
of the epidemic across countries. Evidence shows that the net ben-
efits of keeping schools open outweigh the costs of closing them. 
Data from 191 countries show no consistent association between 
school reopening status and COVID-19 infection rates."
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

301 E. 1st St. 

Minneota

(507) 223-7241

Athlete of the Week:
Ireland 

Stassen
Sophomore
Stassen scored 25 
points on 11-of-15 

shooting to help Min-
neota rout MACCRAY 

70-38 on Saturday 
night. Stassen also 

had seven rebounds 
and two steals. 

Congratulations, 
Ireland!

Share a name
 on our birthday 
and anniversary 

announcement (and website 
ad) for only $2! Must be 

prepaid before published!
Stop by the Mascot

 or call us at 
507-872-6492. 

January 24
Katherine Olafson

January 25
Gared Moorse

This week’s birthdays 
& anniversaries:

By Scott Thoma
scott@thomabooks.com

In a precursor to an upcoming challenging 
week, Minneota opened its season with a pair 
of routs in its home triangular on Saturday. It 
marked the first varsity event to be held in the 
recently renovated auxiliary gym.

Minneota defeated three-time defending Sec-
tion 3A champion Tracy-Milroy-Balaton/West-
brook-Walnut Grove 47-24 in the first match 
and then rolled over Fulda/Murray County Cen-
tral 70-6 in its other match. 

"It was a good start to the season," said Coach 
Matt Myrvik. "We were not sure if we would get 
in an event this week with the weather, but it 
worked out that TMB and Fulda/MCC were able 
to come to Minneota to open the season."

The auxiliary gym allowed the team to keep 
spread out more during this coronavirus period.

"It worked out really well," said Myrvik. "We 
may have to work out a few kinks, but all in all it 
was good. I could see us competing in that gym 
more often."

Destin Fier at 113 pounds, Peyton Gillund 
at 126, Zack Fier at 152, Jonah Gruenes at 160 
and 170, and Hudson Scholten at 220 and 285 
notched pins in each match for the Vikings. Eric 
Carrasco at 132 won by technical falls in each 
of his matches. Eli Gruenes at 138 and 145 had 
a technical and a pin. Alex DePestel at 160 and 
170, and Jackson Esping at 220 and 286 each 
won both of their matches.

In a match between two 
state participants from a 
year ago, Jonah Gruenes 
pinned Gabe Krick of Tra-
cy-Milroy-Balaton/WWG 
in the first period.

Seventh-grader Adam 
DeVlaeminck and eighth-
graders Chase Johnson 
and Eli Gruenes all re-
corded their first varsity 
wins. 

Minneota will face Class 
AA No. 7-ranked Marshall 
and Morris Area tonight 
(Jan. 21) in a triangular 
and then will travel to 
Belgrade on Friday for 
matches with Class A top-
ranked Long Prairie-Grey 
Eagle/Beardsley and No. 3 

Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa. 

Minneota 47, TMB/WWG 24
106 - Linkoln Carlson, TMB, dec Adam DeVlaeminck 

4-3
113 - Destin Fier, Min, pin David Schuh 4:20
120 - Devin Carter, TMB, pin Chase Johnson :54
126 - Peyton Gillund, TMB, pin Alexander Schuh 1:58
132 - Eric Carrasco, Min, techfall Jeret Ankrum 15-0
138 - Eli Gruenes, Min, pin Ashton Squires 4:32
145 - Ayden Horner, TMB, dec Kade Lozinski 6-0
152 - Zack Fier, Min, pin Jayden Torgeson 2:52
160 - Jonah Gruenes, Min, pin Gabe Krick 1:47
170 - Alex DePestel, Min, dec Noah Ortiz 4-2
182 - Caden Johnson, TMB, pin Kyler Lozinski :40
195 - Eathan Martinez, TMB, pin Branden Johnson 

1:50
220 - Jackson Esping, Min, dec Travis Willhite 4-2
285 - Hudson Scholten, Min, pin Nic Willhite 3:00

Minneota 70, Fulda/Murray County Central 6
106 - Adam DeVlaeminck, Min, pin Torrin Clarke 3:11
113 - Destin Fier, Min, pin Lucas Kuball 1:05
120 - Chase Johnson, Min, pin Luke Iverson :20
126 - Peyton Gillund, Min, pin Denver Ash :25
132 - Eric Carrasco, Min, techfall Aiden Lorenzen 

15-0
138 - Kade Lozinski, Min, pin Landen Like-Bonstetter 

2:14
145 - Eli Gruenes, Min, techfall Owen Olsem 16-0
152 - Zack Fier, Min, pin Carson Klein 1:41
160 - Alex DePestel, Min, pin Trace Solt 1:28
170 - Jonah Gruenes, Min, pin Rylan Behnke 2:43
182 - Double forfeit
195 - Christian Kuball, FMCC, pin Branden Johnson 

1:32
220 - Hudson Scholten, Min, pin Jesse Ray :22
285 - Jackson Esping, Min, pin Ryder Henning 4:40

By Scott Thoma
scott@thomabooks.com

After a 10-month wait since last playing a var-
sity game at the state tournament in March, Min-
neota started where it left off with a dominating 
performance in a 70-48 victory over MACCRAY 
on Saturday night.

MACCRAY employed a box-and-one defense 
on Minneota's Abby Hennen to start the game.

"That got us to start slow," said Minneota 
coach Chad Johnston. "We had prepared all 
week for the match-up zone they ran against us 
last year in the first round of sub-section play. 
We did a nice job of getting points in transition, 
but we were not really effective against the box-
and-one. Once we settled in on how we wanted 
to attack that, things went really well."

MACCRAY led 14-12 at one point before 
Minneota went on a 26-5 run to close out the 
first half with a 38-19 lead.

Sophomore Ireland Stassen poured in a ca-
reer-high 25 points, hitting 11 of 15 shots from 
the field, including a pair of three-pointers to 
lead the Vikings. She scored 14 of those points 
on layups off transition. Stassen also chipped in 
with seven rebounds and two 
steals.

"Ireland got the hot hand and 
had a great game for us," said 
Johnston. "That is what we need 
from other players when a team 
really tries to take away other 
players like MACCRAY did."

Eventually, as Minneota 
started scoring in the transition 
game and MACCRAY went 
away from the box-and-one 
and went to a zone defense.

"That was what we had pre-
pared for and we looked a lot 
better in the half-court," John-
ston noted. "We got transition 
points the whole game and did 
a really nice job of pushing the 
ball. Abby Rost and Natalee 

Rolbiecki were other players that looked very 
good in transition also."  

Hennen finished with a double-double of 13 
points and 10 rebounds to go along with five 
assists and four steals. Rolbiecki had 13 points, 
five rebounds and two steals. Abby Rost added 
10 points and two steals, and Jeren Rost had five 
points and three steals.

The Vikings shot a solid 48 percent from the 
field.

Minneota 70, MACCRAY 38
Halftime: Minneota 38, MACCRAY 19.
MACCRAY (total points) - Bourne 19, Kimpling 2, Koenen 2, 

Randt 2, Summer 7, Thein 6. Totals 15-42 3-7 38.
MINNEOTA (FG, FT, Pts) - Kenadi Arndt 1-1 0-0 2, Abby 

Hennen 3-13 4-4 13, Grace Hennen 0-0 0-0 0, Kennedi Jur-
rens 0-0 0-0 0, Megan Krog 0-0 0-0 0, Natalee Rolbiecki 6-14 
1-1 13, Abby Rost 5-9 0-0 10, Jeren Rost 2-5 1-1 5, Ireland 
Stassen 11-15 1-3 25, McKenzie Tolk 0-2 0-0 0, McKenna Yost 
1-2 0-0 2. Totals 29-61 7-9 70.

3-pointers: MACCRAY (Bourne 4, Summer 1). Minneota 
(A.Hennen 3, Stassen 2).

Rebounds: MACCRAY 18 (Randt 6). Minneota 33 
(A.Hennen 10, Stassen 7, Rolbiecki 5, Tolk 5, A.Rost 3, 
G.Hennen 1, Jurrens 1, J.Rost 1).

Assists: MACCRAY - not available. Minneota 14 (A.Hennen 
5, Tolk 4, A.Rost 2, Rolbiecki 1, Stassen 1, Yost 1).

Steals: MACCRAY - 7 (Bourne 3). Minneota 17 (A.Hennen 
4, J.Rost 3, Rolbiecki 2, A.Rost 2, Stassen 2, Yost 2, Krog 1, 
Tolk 1).  

Turnovers: MACCRAY 23, Minneota 12.

By Scott Thoma
scott@thomabooks.com

Senior wing Jacob Hennen scored the 1,000th 
point of his career en route to a game-high 24 
points as Minneota held off Camden Conference 
foe Dawson-Boyd 75-70 on Saturday in Min-
neota.

It was the season opener for both teams.
The Vikings trailed the Blackjacks 18-13 with 

13:25 remaining in the first half, but then went 
on a 24-12 run to hold a 37-30 advantage at in-
termission.

Hennen, a three-year starter, entered the fray 
with 993 career points. He scored three quick 
baskets on jump shots before reaching the 
1,000-point mark on a close-range jumper with 
nine minutes left in the first half. He now has 
1,017 points for his career.

For the game, Hennen made 9 of 16 shots, in-
cluding 4 of 8 on three-pointers. He was one of 
five Minneota players to reach double digits in 
the game. Jacob Citterman added 16 points on 
7-of-13 shooting, while AJ Josephson had 14 
points, Bishop Drietz 11 and Cale Sorensen 10.

The Vikings shot 51 percent from the field 
(31 of 61), but only 42 percent from the charity 
stripe (5 of 12).

Dawson-Boyd had four players reach double 
figures, led by Gauge Liebl with 24, Keegon 
Wicht with 14, Ezekiel Sather 12 and Micah Ol-
son 11. 

Dawson-Boyd regained its lead briefly in the 

second half, 44-43, but never led again after that. 
With the game tied 54-54, Minneota went on a 
15-2 run and never relinquished the lead.

The Blackjacks shot 35 percent from the field 
(10 of 29), including 10 of 29 shots from behind 
the arc.

No rebound, assist or steal statistics were 
available for either team.

Minneota 75, Dawson-Boyd 70
Halftime: Minneota 37, Dawson-Boyd 30.

Dawson-Boyd (total points) - Jordan Hastad 2, 
Gauge Liebl 24, Hunter Martinson 4, Micah Olson 11, 
Ezekiel Sather 12, Aiden Swenson 3, Keegon Wicht 
14. Totals 27-57 6-11 70.

MINNEOTA (FG, FT, Pts) - Jacob Citterman 7-13 2-2 
16, Bishop Drietz 4-8 0-0 11, Jacob Hennen 9-16 2-2 
24, AJ Josephson 7-10 0-4 14, Braeden Panka 0-2 0-0 
0, Joey Rybinski 0-3 0-1 0, Cale Sorensen 4-9 1-3 10. 
Totals 31-61 
5-12 75.

3-po in ters : 
Dawson-Boyd 
10 (Liebl 4, 
Wicht 4, Sather 
1, Swenson 
1). Minneota 8 
(Hennen 4, Dri-
etz 3, Sorensen 
1).

Rebounds , 
assists, steals 
and turnovers: 
not available.

By Scott Thoma
scott@thomabooks.com

Minneota limited Renville County West to 
only nine points in the first half and went on for 
a lopsided 74-16 victory in a Camden Confer-
ence game Monday night in Renville.

Minneota's suffocating defense amassed 24 
steals for the game.

Abby Hennen, who has over 1,600 points for 
her career, paced the Vikings with 20 points, 
seven rebounds, three assists and three steals.

"It was another good night where I am seeing 
a lot of good things from the team," said coach 
Chad Johnston. "We faced another zone tonight 
and I like the movement that I saw on offense."

Nine players broke into the scoring column 
for the Vikings (2-0). Natalee Rolbiecki added 
16 points, seven rebounds and five steals.

"We could look to the ball inside even more," 
said Johnston. "But we did a nice job of getting 
the ball inside whether it was off the pass or on 
dribble penetration. We had good 'kick-outs' for 
wide open looks on the perimeter. We also did a 
great job in transition."

Abby Rost finished with 12 points, seven re-
bounds, two assists and five steals for Minneota. 
Grace Hennen chipped in seven points, Jeren 
Rost six, McKenzie Tolk five, Ireland Stassen 
four, and Kennedi Jurrens and McKenna Yost 

two apiece.
"Defensively, we gave up some height to their 

post players, but I was very happy with the way 
we played defense on them and how we boxed 
out," Johnston noted.

Hannah Pharr, a 6-2 junior post, led RCW 
with 11 points. Only three players scored for the 
Jaguars.

Minneota 74, RCW 16
Halftime: Minneota 48, RCW 9

RENVILLE COUNTY WEST (total points) - Jennifer Bratsch 
3, Rachel Jakel 2, Hannah Pharr 11. Totals 7-35 1-4 16.

MINNEOTA (FG, FT, Pts) - Kenadi Arndt 0-3 0-4 0, Abby 
Hennen 6-12 5-6 20, Grace Hennen 3-4 0-0 7, Kennedi Jur-
rens 1-3 0-0 2, Megan Krog 0-0 0-0 0, Natalee Rolbiecki 6-10 
4-4 16, Abby Rost 5-12 2-2 12, Jeren Rost 2-4 2-2 6, Ireland 
Stassen 1-9 2-2 4, McKenzie Tolk 2-2 0-0 5, McKenna Yost 1-7 
0-0 2. Totals 27-66 15-20 74.

3-pointers: RCW (Bratsch 1). Minneota 5 (A.Hennen 3, 
G.Hennen 1, Tolk 1).

Rebounds: RCW 16 (Pharr 7). Minneota 40 (A.Hennen 7, 
Rolbiecki 7, A.Rost 7, Tolk 5, Jurrens 4, J.Rost 3, Arndt 2, Stas-
sen 2, Yost 2, G.Hennen 1).

Assists: RCW not available. Minneota 10 (A.Hennen 3, 
A.Rost 2, Yost 2, Rolbiecki 1, J.Rost 1, Stassen 1).

Steals: RCW 5 (Bratsch 3). Minneota 24 (Rolbiecki 5, A. 
Rost 5, A.Hennen 3, J.Rost 3, Arndt 2, Stassen 2, Tolk 2, 
G.Hennen 1, Krog 1).  

Turnovers: RCW 28, Minneota 10.

Minneota routs Renville 
County West, 74-16

Minneota opens season 
with win at home

WRESTLING

Minneota impressive 
in sweeping triangular

BOYS BASKETBALL

Hennen hits 1,000 in 
Vikings' win over D-B

Zack Fier (top) of Minneota works on turning Jayden Torgeson 
of Tracy-Milroy-Balaton/Westbrook-Walnut Grove to his back. Fier 
won by fall at 2:52 in this 152-pound match on Saturday.  Mascot 
photo by Brian Jeremiason
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From the Mascot Files 
100, 75, 50 and 25 Years Ago

By Scott Th0ma

Lyon County Throwback
This photo of the Farmer’s Merchants State Bank of Minneota was taken in 1910. The building still stands on 

the corner of Jefferson and First Streets and is now Kevin Anundson’s State Farm Insurance.  Photo Courtesy of the 
Lyon County Museum.
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Looking

In
Surviving a blizzard

Before the latest blizzard hit and shut down some events for a day or two, the 
winter had been unseasonably warm with little snow and little wind.

That all changed on Thursday when the area was hit with four inches of 
snow, along with freezing rain and fierce winds. But this recent blizzard pales 
in comparison to some of the harshest winter storms of years gone by.

On the day that Minneota was incorporated as a village in October of 1880, 
winter came early. Local historians of that period told the Mascot that they had 
never seen a comparable winter to this one as far as duration, continued sever-
ity, depth of snow, and damage to property."

That 1880 blizzard has been called the worst snowstorm in Minnesota his-
tory by the National Weather Service and is the benchmark for other snow-
storms.

That October storm surprised most of the farmers who were not prepared 
as threshing was only half completed, barns were not readied for winter, and 
cattle were scattered.

Sam Kile, 18, was helping with the threshing at the Tom Brown farm north 
of Minneota when a blizzard began on Oct. 16, 1880. Sam's hat blew off in the 
high winds and he ran after it despite protests of the others helping at the farm. 
That was the last time anyone saw Sam alive. The other farmhands shouted 
and rang bells in hopes of guiding the teenager back to the barn, but he never 
returned.

Over the next three weeks, efforts were made to locate the body, including 
the dragging of the nearby Yellow Medicine River. Eventually, the body was 
discovered inside a snowbank, approximately 300 yards from the barn. His hat 
was also eventually found a mile and a half away.

Hearing about Kile's death in that storm, reminded me of a story I wrote for 
another publication five years ago about another 18-year-old.

In 1975, a deadly blizzard struck this part of the state and an 18-year-old 
from Montevideo managed to escape Mother Nature's chilling wrath by spend-
ing the night in a makeshift snow fort.

This storm hit on Jan. 10-12 in 1975. It had been called "The Storm of the 
Century" by many news outlets as 14 people perished in the state during the 
storm, while another 21 died of heart attacks while digging out after the storm. 
There were also over 15,000 farm animals killed over the three-day period. 
Snowfall was reportedly 30 inches in some parts of the state. With winds gust-
ing to 80-90 miles per hour, drifts reached 20-foot heights in some locations.

As the blizzard was in its infant stages, Kvanli received permission to take his 
family's Arctic Cat Puma snowmobile into town - just a 1 1/2-mile trip from 
their farm - so he could spend some time with friends. 

He took off for town around 5 p.m. just as it was beginning to get dark. The 
storm intensified very quickly and worsened during Kvanli's trip. Before the 
storm struck, the temperature was 40 degrees, but the mercury quickly plum-
meted to -35 below later in the day. The wind chill was reportedly -75 below.

"It got to the point where I could barely see my hand in front of my face," 
Kvanli told me. With visibility limited, Kvanli became lost and decided to fol-
low his tracks back home. But the tracks had already been eliminated by the 
blowing and drifting snow like a giant eraser on a chalkboard.

Kvanli's snowmobile soon became stuck in the snow and the engine stalled. 
Not knowing what to do or which direction to head, Kvanli admitted that he 
"really thought I was going to die."

Figuring his only chance of survival was to get out of the wind. He found a 
large drift against some cornstalks that were still standing in a field, dug out a 
small area and climbed inside.

"I remembered from Science class that snow doesn't get colder than 32 de-
grees and it was -75 outside, so I was already in a much better situation," he 
said. 

Not wanting to fall asleep for fear he would not wake up, Kvanli prayed, sang 
and talked to himself. He tried to keep warm by doing push-ups until he got 
tired.

At the first sign of light in the morning, Kvanli decided to walk despite hav-
ing little to no feeling in his fingers or from his knees down. Because it was still 
windy, Kvanli walked with his back to the wind, kept his arms close to his chest 
to keep them out of the wind, and made fists inside his gloves to keep his digits 
as warm as possible.

He tripped over something and realized it was a farm neighbor's maibox, 
about a half-mile from the Kvanli farm. Kvanli walked up to the house and 
went inside without knocking because he was so desperate to get warm.

Kvanli's parents had tried to search for their son that night when he did not 
show up at his friend's house. With Kvanli's mother driving a 3/4-ton pickup, 
his father walked outside while holding onto the side mirror of the vehicle. 
Travel soon became nearly impossible and they were forced to return home.

With Lon entered the neighbor's home and told them what had happened, 
they phoned his parents to let them know his whereabouts.

Pliers had to be used to unzip the zipper on Kvanli's snowmobile suit because 
it was so frozen. The sweat from his feet had caused his socks to freeze to his 
feet and to his boots. When he was placed in a tub of lukewarm water at the 
neighbor's home, "it felt like a thousand needles going through my body."

Surprisingly, Kvanli suffered no frostbite. The snowmobile he was driving 
was eventually found near the airport, well northwest of his intended destina-
tion. Friends later referred to him as "Lucky" or "Snowman".

Kvanli returned to school, placed second in the state in his weight class in 
wrestling; his lone loss of the season came in the state championship of what 
was then a one-class tournament.

Kvanli later enrolled at Luther Seminary College in St. Paul and eventually 
became a pastor. He and his wife, Heidi are co-pastors of the First Lutheran 
Church in Mitchell, SD.

"A lot of people thought I made a promise to God that day," Kvanli said. "But 
that wasn't the case. But I do believe God had a plan for me, and it wasn't time 
for me to die."

100 Years Ago
(Jan. 25, 1921)

Carstens' store in
Taunton robbed

H.E. Carstens' store in 
Taunton was entered last 
Sunday night and 47 pairs 
of shoes were stolen, along 
with six leather jackets, Mr. 
Carstens' overcoat and a 
number of smaller items. 
The burglars gained en-
trance by forcing open the 
front door. It is quite evi-
dent that the thieves came 
in by car and carried the 
loot away with them in 
sacks for they left one of the 
sacks behind.

Geiwitz honored by
implement dealers 

John G. Geiwitz was 
honored by the imple-
ment dealers convention 
in Minneapolis last week 
by being made a member 
of the board of directors 
of that organization. John 
was brought up behind the 
counter of a hardware store 
and there are not many 
phases of the retail hard-
ware business that he is not 
acquainted with. The Min-
nesota Implement Dealers 
Association showed good 
sense in placing him on its 
board of directors.

75 Years Ago
(Jan. 25, 1946)

M-G-T returns 
$15,000
to patrons, stock-
holders

About 200 Minneota, 
Ghent and Taunton Co-
operative Oil Company 
stockholders met in annual 
session last Tuesday after-
noon and heard perhaps 
the best financial reports 
in the company's history. A 
total of $15,262.75 in inter-
est and rebates was paid to 
stockholders and patrons 
this year, the largest divi-
dend since the company 
was organized in 1926. At 
their meeting, the compa-
ny's stockholders re-elect-
ed  J.B. Gislason, Matt P. 
Fry and W.C. Ahern to the 
board of directors.

St. Paul's donates
760 lbs. of clothing

Members of the St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church congre-
gation of Minneota sent 
760 pounds of old clothing 
for the relief of war-strick-
en people in Europe. Since 
then, additional clothing 
has been donated by people 
in the community. Mem-
bers of Rev. Guttormsson's 
three congregations have 
also donated  $339 to also 
be sent for relief of Euro-
pean people.

Donations for Legion
building reach $7,000

Contributions to the 
fund for erection of a com-
munity building sponsored 
by the local American Le-
gion Post went over the 
$7,000 mark this week as 
solicitors were conducting 
the drive in the village and 
surrounding communities. 
The building committee 
hopes to raise $2,500 in 
Minneota's residential dis-
trict, and $600 in each of 
the six townships.

50 Years Ago
(Jan. 21, 1970)

Local girl tops
speech contest

Phyllis Heggeseth, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard Heggeseth of ru-
ral Minneota, was selected 
champion in Lyon County's 
4-H radio speaking contest 
held last Saturday. Phyllis, 
16, is a member of the Nor-
dland Top Notchers Club. 
She will represent this 
county in the district pro-
gram which will be staged 
on Feb. 6. Reserve cham-
pion last Saturday was Paul 
Fixen, 18, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Fixen of 
rural Minneota. He is also 
a member of the Nordland 
Top Notchers Club.

MBA names three
new directors

Members of the Minneo-
ta Businessmen's Associa-
tion elected three new men 
to serve on its board of di-
rectors for the coming year, 
heard financial reports and 
discussions on the nursing 

home when they met for 
the year's first meeting last 
Monday. The session was 
held in the public grade 
school auditorium and was 
presided over by Harold 
Jackson, who will be re-
placed by a new president 
next week. The three new 
directors elected were Den-
nis Tomasek, Gary Swend-
srud and Jon Guttorms-
son. They will serve with 
Jackson, A.J. Christianson, 
Ed Finnegan Jr., and Virgil 
Ufkin.

18th annual Crop
Show being planned

Final details for the 18th 
annual Tri-County Crop 
Show and Educational 
Program includes a vari-
ety of interesting subjects, 
according to Ray Newell, 
county extension agent. 
Several adults, and 4-H 
and FFA members from 
Lincoln, Lyon and Yellow 
Medicine Counties will be 
exhibiting their best variet-
ies of farm crops. The en-
tries, which are due by Jan. 
26, include: corn, grain, 
legumes, flax, soybeans, 
roughage and eggs.

Porter to host 35th
annual Dime Party

Under the leadership of 
Walter Larson, the 35th an-
nual March of Dimes Auc-
tion and Dance will be held 
in the Porter Hall on Fri-
day, Jan. 29. The event will 
begin with a movie at 7:30 
p.m., followed by the auc-
tion and then the dance. 
Music for the dance will 
be provided by Mick Car-
ruth's Combo. 

25 Years Ago
(Jan. 24, 1996)

High winds, snow 
shuts down area

The entire area was shut 
down last week when a ma-
jor storm hit bringing 10 
inches of snow, high winds 
and whiteout blizzard 
conditions. As the storm 
moved into the area last 
Wednesday, schools closed 
around noon on many 
towns when freezing rain 
arrived ahead of the snow. 
Whiteout conditions were 

present on Thursday with 
winds sustained at 40 miles 
per hour and gusts as high 
as 65-70 mph.

Chamber of Com-
merce
adds 38 new members

The Minneota Chamber 
of Commerce added 38 
new members, it was an-
nounced. The new mem-
bers are: Bud Bernardy, Bob 
Boulton, Clarence Buysse, 
Clara DeRoode, John 
DeRoode, Darlene Doren-
kamper, Rollyn Doren-
kamper, Carol Driemeyer, 
Jim Driemeyer, Alice Gei-
witz, Freida Geiwitz, Father 
Jerry Hillesheim, Sister 
Helen Janssen, Allan Jo-
sephson, Frank Josephson, 
Marlene Josephson, Jerry 
Kloos, Doug Konold, Jean-
nette Konold, Cletus Lan-
ners, Ralph Larson, Hanard 
Lien, Marlene Lien, Bob 
Nelson, Linette Nelson, 
Joe Rabaey, Kaye Rabaey, 
Don Rye, Susie Rye, Delo-
res Seifert, Harold Seifert, 
Bernard Tillemans, Virgil 
Ufkin, Cyriel Vlaminck, 
Lorraine Vlaminck, Wayne 
West, Orlyb Wiemers and 
Don Wigness.

PER group receives
state recognition

The Planning, Evaluat-
ing and Reporting (PER) 
Committee of the Min-
neota Public School gained 
state recognition for its 
report that was published 
last year. The Department 
of Children, Families and 
Learning extended a hand-
some certificate to the local 
school and its committee 
on the fine work that has 
been done. Those serv-
ing on the PER committee 
are: Principal Bruce John-
son, Hanard Lien, Andrea 
Opdahl, Monica DeSmet, 
Mary Myhre, Dave Boul-
ton, Christy Ahern, Edie 
Stegner, Marlene Lien, 
Gayle VanVooren, Ro-
berta Josephson, Judy Ha-
gen, Renee Meulebroeck, 
DeeAnn DePestel, Ryan 
Syverson, Gene DeVos, Jo-
ette Remme, Marlys Skaar, 
Cheryl Nuese, Jake Seifert, 
Joan Tomasek, Susan Ham-
mer and Daren Gislason. 

–––– Letter to the Editor ––––
To to the Editor:
Thank you to the Minneota Mascot and to all the businesses who supported 

the Christmas Light contest.
Thank you also to the judges and other participants.
We were excited to be one of the winners. It was a lot of fun!

Peanuts, Ali and Austin Kloos
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Healing Waters Parish
Augustana, Clarkfield; Bergen, Clarkfield;   

St. Lucas Lutheran, Cottonwood  
Worship Times: All Bergen, St. Lucas, Augustana 

services will be live streamed at 10 a.m. on Sundays. 
Please watch the website and Facebook for more in-
formation.
 

Vicar Mort Meyenburg               
Church Contact No. 320-841-1085
  

Yellow Medicine 
Lutheran Church

PO Box 119, 101 Main Street, Hanley Falls
www.yellowmedicinelutheran.org

Worship Time:  All Sunday services will be live-
streamed at 10 a.m. Sundays on Facebook (visit Yel-
low Medicine Lutheran Church).  Please watch the 
website and Facebook for more information.

Church: 507-768-3417
Vicar Myron Crawford: 651-253-5379

St. Leo Catholic Church
St. Leo, MN

Mass Times: See Bulletin

Father Ron Huberty
Parochial Vicars: Fr. Michael Doyle and 
Fr. Keith Salisbury

Winds of the Prairie Ministry
Bethany Lutheran, Arco and

 Bethany-Elim Lutheran, Ivanhoe  
Worship Times: Online Worship see Facebook page.

Pastor Jeff Greathouse
Cell #: 330-234-1317 
pastorghouse@gmail.com
Church Contact No. 507-694-1238
windsministry@gmail.com

Hope Lutheran Church
Minneota

www.hopeminneota.org
Worship Times:  
Sunday, January 24: Worship at 9 a.m.
Wednesday, January 27: GLOW at 5:30 p.m.

Pastor Allen Campbell
Church Secretary Chris Pesch: 
hopelutheran87@gmail.com
Church Contact No. 507-872-6446

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Minneota

Worship Times:  Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor  Allen Campbell
Church Secretary: Chris Pesch
hopelutheran87@gmail.com
Church Contact No. 507-872-6446

Hemnes Lutheran Church
Rural Minneota

Sunday Worship:  No service  
Minneota Manor Worship, 2:30 p.m., fourth Thurs-

day of the month.
 Pastor Ellen Munter

St. Eloi Catholic Church
Ghent, MN

Mass Times: 
Saturday, January 23: Convent Mass at Noon
Sunday, January 24: Mass at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, January 27: CCD at 6:30 p.m.

Father Todd Petersen   
Church Contact No. 507-428-3285

Bethel Fellowship Church
Hwy 68 - Minneota

Ephesians 2:8 - By grace you are saved.

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.; Sunday School 8:50-9:45 
a.m.

Wednesdays: Kids’ Zone 6-7:20 p.m.;  Prayer and De-
votional 7:30 p.m.
Pastor Thomas Nomeland    
Contact No. 507-828-1637

St. Edward Catholic Church
   Minneota 

Mass Times: 
Thursday, January 21: Mass at 7 a.m.
Saturday, January 23: Mass at 5:30 p.m., confession 

4:45 p.m.
Sunday, January 24: Mass at 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday, January 27: School Mass at 10:30 a.m., 

CCD at 6:30 p.m.

Father Todd Petersen 
Church Contact No. 507-872-6346

Obituaries
Marilyn Russell

Marilyn Russell

Marilyn Rita (Josephson) 
Russell was born on January 
23, 1938, in the farm home 
of her paternal grandparents 
in Westerheim Township, to 
Adalbjorn (Abo) and Clarice 
(Christianson) Josephson. She 
was the only girl in a fam-
ily of four children, and was 
sometimes picked on by the 
brothers! She attended rural 
school in District 75 of Yellow 
Medicine County and then the 
elementary and high schools 
of Minneota. She attended Au-
gustana College and graduated 
with a degree in Science Education. She taught in schools on Chi-
cago’s South Side, and in Columbia, South Carolina, for 31 years. 
Marilyn learned to cook from her mother. When she was a tod-
dler, a bit of the bread dough prepared on a weekly basis was saved 
for her and proudly baked for the family to see! 

In 4-H Club, Marilyn won prizes for her projects, appearing at 
the state fair with a bread baking demonstration. 

Marilyn also was an avid collector of owls and knew when and 
where she had acquired each one. She enjoyed gardening, bowl-
ing, and caring for the iris previously planted by her mother that 
would appear in several flower beds each spring.

Marilyn was married to Booker T. (Russ) Russell on July 18, 
1970, whom she met when he was visiting her school as a pho-
tographer, taking photos of students in the elementary and high 
schools near Chicago. They later moved to South Carolina. When 
Marilyn retired from teaching, she and Russ moved to Minneota 
shortly after the death of her mother, and lived in the home of her 
parents. While in Minneota, Marilyn worked for Schott Corpo-
ration and at Firefly Creek and Prairie’s Edge casinos in Granite 
Falls. After Russ’ death in 2016 and due to declining health and 
failing vision, Marilyn moved to Madison Avenue Apartments in 
Minneota, where she lived with her adopted rescue cat, Chicago 
White Sox.  At the time of her death, Marilyn was a member of 
Minneota American Legion Auxiliary Unit 199, where she served 
as an officer for many years. She was also a member of Hope Lu-
theran Church, where she was baptized and confirmed.

Marilyn died at age 82 on January 16, 2021, at the Lockwood 
House, under the care of Prairie Home Hospice in Marshall, MN. 
She battled breathing issues relating to chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease (COPD) for several years, the same disease that took 
Russ’ life. Although she had no children of her own, Marilyn was 
happy to have been stepmother to Russ’ children, Gina Williams, 
Gregory (Sara) Russell, and Audie “Skip” Russell, as well as a step-
grandmother to several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  
She will be missed by many friends and relatives throughout the 
country who loved her dearly and often referred to her as “Aunt 
Marilyn”.

Marilyn is survived by her brothers, Allan and Charles. She is 
also survived by nieces Sandy Josephson, Dona (Steve) Rehome, 
Merry (Dave) Berkelo, Ann (Troy) Hanson, and nephew Doug 
(Kim) Josephson and their families. In addition to her parents and 
husband, she is preceded in death by her brother, Les, sisters-in-
law Marlene, Joan, and Donna, and nephews Paul and Ken.                                                                                                                                           

Due to COVID restrictions, a time of remembrance will be held 
at a later date at Hope Lutheran Church, with burial in the church 
cemetery. In Marilyn’s memory, her family requests that dona-
tions be given to Minneota American Legion Auxiliary Unit 199, 
The Society for the Preservation of Minneota’s Heritage (SPMH), 
Hope Lutheran Church, or to the donor’s choice. Arrangements by 
Sunset Funeral & Cremation Association, Echo, MN.

Marie Emily (Brewers) Solseth, 82, passed 
away peacefully on December 11, 2020 at home 
in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Marie was born in Ghent, Minnesota to 
farmers Edward and Lucy Brewers on July 29, 
1938. 

She was married to Harold Solseth for 62 
years. “Hal” preceded her in death on Thanks-
giving Day. She was incredibly close to her four 
brothers and sister throughout her life; her sis-
ter Jane and her oldest brother Vernon survive 
her.

 She met Hal when he was at home on leave 
before his first assignment in the U.S. Army, 
and they had many adventures during a 27 year 
career, living overseas in Germany and Thai-
land and at various posts in the United States. 
Colorado was their first and last assignment 
and they loved it, so they remained in Colorado Springs after the 
Army. 

Marie worked at Town and Country Optical for many years, 
and she was an active member of the Catholic Church. She was 
a spiritual and spirited lady, the mischievous center of the family. 

She had a clever sense of humor, incredible cooking and sew-

ing skills, and she enjoyed a glass of wine during a 
lively card game. 

A more caring person is hard to imagine. Fam-
ily and friends were foremost in her life, and she 
stayed in touch with so many in their large, ex-
tended family. 

They RVd together, and enjoyed countless gath-
erings in Minnesota. She remained amazingly 
close to her childhood friends, the great military 
families they met, and the absolutely fantastic 
neighbors they lived near. 

Hal and Marie had three married sons: Thomas 
and Carolyn, of Florence, Colorado; Mark and 
Georgia, of Lexington, South Carolina; and Greg 
and Kari, of Delta, Colorado. 

They had four grandchildren of whom they were 
immensely proud: Matthew, Vance, Jacob and Jordan.

Marie wished to be cremated, and the family is 
planning a memorial and interment at Pikes Peak National Cem-
etery in the summer when the family can gather to celebrate her 
and Hal’s lives. 

Memorials in Marie’s honor may be made to the Alzheimer's 
Association.

Leslie ‘Butch’ Kaas
Leslie "Butch" Kaas, age 73 of Lake Benton and formerly of Min-

neota, MN passed away on Monday, January 11, 2021 at the San-
ford Canby Medical Center. Memorial service will be held at 1:00 
p.m. on Saturday, January 16 at the Veterans Memorial Park in 
Minneota, MN. Burial will be at a later date at Fort Snelling Na-
tional Cemetery in Minneapolis, MN. Houseman Funeral Home 
is entrusted with the arrangements.

Donald Hammer

Donald Hammer

Mass of Christian Burial for Donald Ham-
mer, 92, of Marshall, formerly of Minneota, 
took place at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 
16, 2021, at St. Edward Catholic Church in 
Minneota.  A walk through visitation took place 
one hour prior to the service at the church.  In-
terment will take place at a later date.  Masks 
are required at all indoor events and social dis-
tancing guidelines will be followed at all times.  
A recording of the service will be available at 
www.horvathfuneralservice.com.

Donald William Hammer was born on May 
24, 1928, to William and Christine (Good-
mundson) Hammer.  He grew up on his family 
farm in Nordland Township.  Don graduated 
from Lynd High School and played on the state 
basketball tournament runner up team in 1946.  

After high school, he attended Saint Cloud 
State for one year. 

On November 4, 1950, he was united in marriage to Audrey 
Nelson at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in Marshall.  

The couple farmed and raised their family on the Hammer fam-
ily farm in Nordland Township.  Don was passionate about family 

and farming.  He was an active citizen and served 
on several local boards including the Lyon Lin-
coln Electric Coop, the East River Board and the 
ASCS.  He was an avid Minnesota and Minneota 
sports fan.  Don enjoyed playing cards, golf and 
the occasional trip to the casino. 

Don lived on his family farm his whole life until 
moving to Hill Street Place in December of 2019.

Don died on Wednesday, January 13, 2021, sur-
rounded by family at his residence in Marshall 
after a fall and a very brief illness.  

He is survived by his wife, Audrey, of Minneo-
ta, children Katie (and Dan) Deutz of Lake Ben-
ton, Jeff (and Mona) Hammer of Minneota, Todd 
Hammer (and Hillary DeVlaeminck) of Minneo-
ta, Jean (and Ron) Sik of Mankato, Gretchen (and 
Dennis) Buysse of Minneota, Matthew (and Dan 
Kirlin) Hammer of Garden City, 16 grandchildren 
and 33 great-grandchildren.  He was preceded in 

death by his parents, sister Doris Guptill and daughter-in-law Sue 
Hammer.

Memorials are preferred to a charitable organization of the do-
nor’s choice.

Randell ‘Randy’ Bernardy
Mass of Christian Burial for Randell “Ran-

dy” Bernardy, 90, of Minneota, will take place 
at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 20, 2021, 
at St. Edward Catholic Church in Minneota.  
Visitation will be one hour prior to the service 
at the church.  Interment with military rites 
will follow the service at St. Edward Catholic 
Cemetery.  A recording of the service will be 
available at www.horvathfuneralservice.com.  
Masks are required at all indoor events and 
social distancing guidelines will be followed 
at all times.  Military honors provided by U.S. 
American Legion Post 199 of Minneota.

Randell Roy “Randy” Bernardy was born 
on December 29, 1930, in Minneota, MN, 
to John and Wilhimina “Minnie” (Goslar) 
Bernardy.  He grew up and attended school 
in Minneota.  On April 15, 1952, he was unit-
ed in marriage to Mary Darlene Craig at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Tracy.  Randy served in the U.S. Army 
from 1952 – 1960.  He worked as a “Culligan Man”, a milkman 
for Terrace Park (we always had ice cream) and PPG.  He enjoyed 
jigsaw puzzles and playing solitaire. He was very meticulous with 

his yard work and the care of his rose bushes.  He 
and Mom enjoyed day trips around the Midwest.  He 
was a member of St. Edward Catholic Church and 
the Minneota American Legion. 

For the last 2 years, Randy had been living at the 
Minneota Manor.  

Randy passed away on Thursday, January 14, 2021, 
at the Avera Queen of Peace Hospital in Mitchell, SD.  
He is survived by his wife, Mary Darlene, of Min-
neota, children Jeff (and Joyce) Bernardy of Apache, 
OK, Jim (and Cheryl) Bernardy of Ankeny, IA, Doug 
(and Gina) Bernardy of Mt. Zion, IL, Scott Bernardy 
of Minneota,  10 grandchildren, numerous great-
grandchildren, sister Barbara Sumerfelt, sisters-in-
law Mary Hoeniger and Jackie Craig and brother-
in-law Bill (and Carole) Craig. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, daughter Jeanne Bernardy, 
daughter-in- law Cathy Bernardy and six brothers, 
Bernard, Ordell, Clarence, Melvin, Leonard, Gayle 

“Bud”, mother and father-in-law Lawrence and Catherine Craig, 
brothers-in-law Merlin Craig, Larry and Shirley Craig and John 
Hoeniger.

Memorials preferred to St. Edward Catholic Church.

Randell “Randy” Bernardy

Marie Solseth

Marie Emily (Brewers) Solseth
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Brent Merritt, Partner/Senior Mortgage Consultant

For all your home lending needs

Home Equity Lines 
Debt Consolidation
Home Improvement
Construction Loans

FHA/VA Loans
Rural Development

Home purchase and refinance
ALL Credit Welcome to Apply!

130 1st St. West • Canby
Cell: 612-812-0320
bmerritt@mortgagecapitalmn.com
www.mortgagecapitalmn.com

NMLS #340490  
NMLS #324257

Septic Tank Pumping
Sewer Rooter
Drain Jetting

Porta Potty RentalGhent, MN

Gary Laleman: 
507-530-4405

For plumbing, 
call Spencer Laleman 

at 507-829-3631
Lic # PM086876

Minneota 
Veterinary Clinic

714 E. 1st St.
Minneota, MN 56264

Lynn Buysse, D.V.M
(507) 872-6000 • www.minneotavet.com

Tri-County 
Veterinary Clinic

201 1st St. W. • P.O. Box 357
Taunton, MN 56291

Scott Josephson, D.V.M.
Brady Myers, D.V.M. 

(507) 872-6113
www.tricountyvetclinic.com

106 East 1st Street
Minneota, MN 56264
Hours: Mon. - Fri.: 

7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday: 

7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.; 
Sunday: CLOSED

Gislason’s Ace 
Hardware  &

The Arched Door

Barb, Dave & Pat 507-872-6472
See us on Facebook

email: tr55332@yahoo.com

SEE US FOR YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING NEEDS!
New Homes, Workshops, Additions, Storage Sheds, Garag-

es, Livestock Sheds. High Quality Competitive Prices. Custom 
Designed Plans & Drafts. Residential Ag & Commercial Build-

ings. Free Estimates. Materials on Hand

507-872-6147 • 115 W. 1st St. • Minneota, MN 56264

Town and Country 
Home Health Care

507-872-5313 or  
507-872-5300

•	 Home	Health	Aide	
Services			

•	 Occupational	Therapy
•	 Skilled	Nursing	Care															
•	 Physical	Therapy

•	 Coordination	of	Services	
with	Physician	of	your	
choice

•	 Speech	Therapy

To place your ad in this directory call 507-872-6492

Ground Works

“For all your dirt work needs.”

Bill & Wendy Sterzinger

507-530-4915

Long-reach excavator and 
septic system installation

bnbelectric16@yahoo.com

Frank’s
Electric, Plumbing & Heating

(507) 872-5007 ◆ (507) 530-3499 
email: frankselectric@centurytel.net

712 East 1st St.
Minneota, MN 56264

Jeff Sussner
Lic # EA000684

Plumbing
& Heating

Cold Climate
Geo Thermal 
Heat Pumps

Michael R. Thomas D.D.S.
& Associates

Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evening and Friday Appointments
1511 Carlson Street • Marshall, MN

M & Tue.: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
W & Th. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.  

Fri. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. www.smiledesignersmn.com
New Patients Welcome! 

507-532-3353

•Cabinetry 
• Countertop 
• Flooring  
• Ceramic Tile
• Window Treatments

Nadine Kor
101 N. Jefferson St. • Minneota 

Store: 507-872-5969 
Cell: 507-530-4320

www.hometownkandb.com

Hours
Tuesdays-Fridays: 

9 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-Noon
Mondays & Evenings: 

By Appointment
Sundays: Closed

Jerry’s Therapy 

Call or text 507-530-2029 for an appointment
110 East Second Street • Minneota

www.jerrytherapy.com

LPC Licensed
Telehealth • Mdlive.com

Jerome Bottelberghe

   3269 260th Ave • Marshall, MN  
507-532-2215

Contractors • Building Materials • Construction Services

Call for your spot in the 
professional directory 

today!

Want to get your 
business noticed?

The Mascot
1-507-872-6492

Roofing

Professional Directory

Financial Services

Appraisals

Advertising

Building Supplies

Funeral Services

Septic Systems

Legal Services

David & Elly Sprik

The choice is yours, local funeral service with integrity. 

Celebrating Life’s Stories & Encouraging Faith

hamiltonfh.com
 Marshall ♦ 507-532-2933

J.D. Pesch, Certified Appraiser

Residential & Agricultural 
Real Estate Appraisals

PO Box 147
 Minneota, MN 56264

jdp.appraiser@gmail.com

507-317-4943

Counselor

Electrical & Plumbing

Interior DesignExcavating

Veterinary Services

John A. 
Engels
Attorney

Real Property Law
Specialist certified by the MSBA

124 N. Jefferson • Minneota, MN 56264
(507) 872-6234 • (507) 275-3105

Joshua I. 
Larsen
Attorney&

Health Services

Dental

Hardware & Decor

Horvath Funeral Service

www.horvathfuneralservice.com

Traditional / Contemporary
Burial or Cremation Services

At your time of need or Pre-planning

Your local funeral provider

Quinn M. Horvath, 
Funeral Director, 

Owner

 124 East First Street
 Minneota • (507) 872-6119

Creating Beautiful Tributes 
through Meaningful Ceremonies.

Give a gift 
that keeps on 

giving!
Give a gift of a 

Mascot subscription!
 Call the Mascot 507-872-6492 today!
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINES:
TUESDAY NOON

Word ads are $7.25 
up to 25 words and then 10 

cents a word after 25.
Thank Yous are the same price as 
word ads or ... put it in a box for 

only $7.00 per column inch. 
Happy ads celebrate an 
anniversary, birthday, 

or graduation.

Mascot • 507-872-6492
office@minneotamascot.com

For Rent
FOR RENT: Westview Apartments have available to 

rent a 2 bedroom apartment at 700 N. Jefferson St. 
Water, sewer, garbage and on-site laundry included.

$475 per month.
If interested, call Steve at 507-530-6272 or 

Kathy at 605-480-1547.

Help Wanted

FOR RENT: Tri-Minn Apartments in 
Minneota has 2 bedroom apartments 
available. Includes: heat, water, sewer, 
garbage, & on-site laundry. 

Call Nancy Bormann, PA at 507-872-
5990 or 507-223-7869. 

Notice

Lyon County Request for Proposals 
for Recycling Services

The Lyon County Board of Commissioners requests pro-
posals for the collection and transportation of recyclable 
materials collected from Lyon County residential properties 
and apartment buildings. 

Proposals are due no later than 10 a.m. Tuesday, Janu-
ary 26, 2021 to the Office of the Lyon County Environmental 
Administrator.  

Please call Roger Schroeder at (507) 829-5423 for details 
proposal parameters and submission.

Bid Notice

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, December 15, 2020

A Summary of the Proceedings of the Lyon County Board
9:00 a.m. pursuant to notice the Lyon County Commis-

sioners met with the following members present: Commis-
sioners Anderson, Crowley, Graupmann, Sanow and Ritter. 
Also present: Administrator Stomberg and County Attorney 
Maes. 

MSP to approve the agenda with the removal of Balaton 
Fire Department.

MSP to approve the consent agenda.
MSP to adopt to adopt a resolution approving tax abate-

ment to owners of parcel 12-033004-1, as the abatement 
meets the statutory requirements outlined in Minnesota 
Statute 469.1813, subd. 1 as well as the County's policy 
requirements.

MSP to adopt a resolution approving tax abatement to 
owners of parcel 13-021005-5, as the abatement meets 
the statutory requirements outlined in Minnesota Statute 
469.1813, subd. 1 as well as the County's policy require-
ments.

MSP to adopt a resolution approving tax abatement to 
owners of parcel 16-006004-2, as the abatement meets 
the statutory requirements outlined in Minnesota Statute 
469.1813, subd. 1 as well as the County's policy require-
ments.

MSP to adopt a resolution approving tax abatement to 
owners of parcel 31-144012-1, as the abatement meets 
the statutory requirements outlined in Minnesota Statute 
469.1813, subd. 1 as well as the County's policy require-
ments.

MSP to adopt a resolution approving tax abatement to 
owners of parcel 31-173007-0, as the abatement meets 
the statutory requirements outlined in Minnesota Statute 
469.1813, subd. 1 as well as the County's policy require-
ments.

MSP to authorize the payment of approved claims on De-
cember 31, 2020.

MSP to approve the listing of expenditures made during 
2020 to be paid from the Recorders Compliance Fund mon-
ies for a total of $110,205.07.

MSP to approve the 2021 tobacco license renewal for 
Valley Discount Liquor and Dollar General Minneota. 

MSP to approve the 2021 liquor license renewal for Valley 
Discount Liquor.

MSP to purchase a 2021 RAM 5500 chassis cab truck 
from Lockwood Motors of Marshall MN in the amount of 
$50,426.00 and to purchase a truck body from Maintainer 
of Sheldon, IA in the amount of $94,976.00.  

MSP to approve the quote of $16,750 for repairs to the 
parking lots at Garvin Park. Half of the cost will come out of 
the parks budget and the other half to come from solar tax 
or other budget sources.

MSP to approve the 2021 fee schedule as discussed.
MSP to approve the resolution setting the 2021 Board 

meeting dates with the first meeting in December on Thurs-
day, December 9.

MSP to approve the 2021 pay ranges as presented. 
MSP to approve the budget as presented and set the 

2021 net levy at $15,246,415, which is a 1.1% increase 
from 2020. 

MSF to set the 2021 Commissioner salary at $20,200 
per year, an additional $250 per month with per diem rates 
at $75 for a single meeting and $140 for full day meeting. 
Motion failed with Commissioners Ritter and Anderson vot-
ing in favor and Commissioners Crowley, Graupmann and 
Sanow voting against

MSP to set the 2021 Commissioner salary with a 2% in-
crease for a total of $20,604 per year and the per diems 
stay the same as 2020.  Motion carried with Commissioners 
Crowley, Graupmann, Sanow and Anderson voting in favor 
and Commissioner Ritter voting against.

MSP to enter into closed session at 11:14 a.m. to discuss 
elected officials salaries.

MSP to come out of closed session at 12:00 p.m.
MSP to set the 2021 annual salary for the Sheriff at 

$111,349.
MSP to set the 2021 annual salary for the Attorney at 

$144,000. Motion carried with Commissioners Graupmann, 
Anderson and Ritter voting in favor and Commissioners 
Crowley and Sanow voting against.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

A copy of these proceedings are available in the County 
Administrator Office of Lyon County and also available at 
www.lyonco.org. 

Lyon County
 Board Minutes

minneotamascot.com
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Frank’s
Electric, Plumbing & 
Heating

www.csaminneota.com

115 W. 1st St., Minneota, MN  •  507-872-6147
106 East 1st Street

Minneota, MN 56264

Gislason Ace 
Hardware  &

The Arched Door
Barb, Dave and Pat

507-872-6472
See us on Facebook

email: tr55332@yahoo.com

Minneota Family Dental
Dr. Tracy Grossman

102 E. 1st St.
Minneota, MN 56264

(507)872-6403

Minneota 
Veterinary Clinic

Lynn Buysse, D.V.M.

714 E. 1st St., Minneota
507-872-6000

Tri-County
Veterinary Clinic

201 W. 1st St. • Taunton, MN
507-872-6113

706 E. 1st St.
Minneota, MN
507-872-6837

BK’s Plumbing
Brian Kloos
#PM 067907

Minneota, MN
320-260-2995

Certified 
Public 

Accountants
300 E. 1st St.

Minneota, MN
507-872-6186

Dr. Stephanie 
Vlaminck

202 E. 1st St.
Minneota, MN
507-872-5200

Country Side Auto Minneota, LLC

113 W. First St., Minneota, MN 
507-872-5941 

Toll Free 1-866-872-5941

507-872-6136
101 N. Main

Taunton, MN

Laleman 
Construction
Bruce Laleman
507-829-8394

Jeff Sussner • Lic # CA00684
712 E. 1st St., Minneota, MN

507-872-5007 ♦ 507-530-3499
frankselectric@centurytel.net

Jerry’s Therapy 

Call or text 507-530-2029 for an appointment
110 East Second Street • Minneota

www.jerrytherapy.com

LPC Licensed
 Professional Counselor

Jerome Bottelberghe

Doyle
Insurance Services

Minneota 
Rotary Club

Meetings at 12:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday at the 

Minneota Manor
Join Today! Call 715-431-0321

Call 
507-872-6374 

Take out 
available!

Meetings every 
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Minneota Manor

Congratulations, Jacob on scoring 
the 1,000th point of your career!

Minneota senior Jacob Hennen is given the game ball by head coach Dave Busselman after 
scoring his 1,000th career point on Saturday night.

Hennen gets congratulations from family members in the stands at the game on Saturday 
night after scoring the 1,000th point of his career.

Minneota senior Jacob Hennen scored the 1,000th point of his basketball career on Saturday in the Vikings' 75-70 win over Dawson-Boyd. He needed seven points entering the game and finished 
with 24. The 1,000th point came on a close-range jumper in the first half. Hennen was presented with a game ball by coach Dave Busselman, and then went into the stands and gave the ball to his 
parents, Brad and Barb Hennen. Mascot photos by Brian Jeremiason. 

By Scott Thoma
scott@thomabooks.com

Sarah Engels, a senior Bio-
chemistry major/bio minor 
student at South Dakota State 
University - College of Natu-
ral Sciences, was awarded first 
place in a recent "Science as 
Art Competition" fundraising 
event.

The top two students and 
top two faculty members will 
have their winning art printed, 
framed and hung in the new 
Dean's office this year.

Those entering the contest 
had to be a full-time student 
or a member of the faculty in 
the College of Sciences. Entries 

could be a painting, drawing, photograph or any medium that is 
related to science.

"The winning pieces will be auctioned off at the end of the year 
for the fundraiser," said Engels, who was recently accepted into 
dental school for next year.

Engels was informed about her winning entry last Friday. Vot-
ing was conducted online for two weeks.

"I was very excited to learn that I won and that my research 

will be recognized in the Dean's office, and that I could show the 
artistic side of science," she said.

Engels submitted a microscope photograph showing immune 
cells: lymphatic cells (yellow and blue) and macrophage (pink) in 
mouse corneas. The picture was from a research project she com-
pleted last spring.

Engels wins science art competition at SDSU

Engels submitted this microscope photo showing immune 
cells in mouse corneas. Contributed photo

Sarah Engels

The Lyon County Historical 
Society Museum has opened 
its much-anticipated second 
floor exhibit, Executive Direc-
tor Jennifer Andries reported.

The opening of the second 
floor exhibit, entitled "Making 
Lyon County Home" was de-
layed because of the governor's 

COVID-19 restrictions.
The new well-organized and 

insightful exhibit will contain 
contemporary, fully immersive 
exhibits from 1945 to present 
day. 

It will be a space that will en-
hance the senses, exhibit every-
day moments, and explore the 

extraordinary growth of Lyon 
County.

"There are many unique and 
moving stories from the past 
70 years in Lyon County," said 
Andries. "The new exhibit gal-
lery will be a fantastic venue 
to share those stories, photo-
graphs, and artifacts." 

Museology Museum Ser-
vices of Minneapolis led and 
developed the exhibit gallery.     

Museum hours for the 
month of January are Monday-
Friday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and 
Saturdays, noon to 7 p.m.

Lyon County Museum opens new exhibit

State Rep. Chris Swedzinski 
(R-Ghent) and Sen. Jeff Howe 
(R-Rockville) are authoring 
legislation to eliminate the 
shotgun-only zone during the 
regular firearms seasons in 
Minnesota.

An exception is made to al-
low local government units 
to prohibit the use of rifles on 
property under their jurisdic-
tion during special deer hunts. 

"The objective of this bill is 
simply to allow people to add 
a few inches of barrel when 
they’re hunting," Swedzinski 

said. "Rifles would increase ease 
of firearm use for youth compared 

with shotguns, something that is especially important as we look 
to entice younger generations of game enthusiasts."

 Swedzinski indicated this proposal also would benefit hunters 
by simplifying the rules, applying the same standards found else-
where in our state to the southwest region.

"At last year’s annual meeting, the Minnesota Deer Hunters As-
sociation’s membership voted to support legislation that would 
remove the shotgun-only zone in Minnesota," said MDHA Ex-
ecutive Director Craig Engwall. "This was based in large part on 
assurances from DNR Enforcement that this would not raise any 
safety concerns. We look forward to supporting legislative efforts 
to remove the shotgun-only zone this year."

 Swedzinski said the DNR has supported previous versions of 
this bill, including H.F. 848/S.F. 964 in the last biennium.

"I’m optimistic that, with the DNR on board and support from 
stakeholders, we can achieve bipartisan momentum in the Legis-
lature and move this bill through the process," Howe said. "I am 
continuing to work with fellow legislators to get them up to speed 
and look forward to committee hearings taking place so we can 
discuss this bill and its merits." 

Swedzinski/Howe bill to simplify
hunting regulations for shotguns

Rep. Chris Swedzinski
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