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Too much Kristi Fett in semifinals
 By Byron Higgin 

Mascot Sports Editor

Lydia Sussner sat down after the game looking 
exhausted.

“I am exhausted,” she said.
“Lydia is very frustrated about her offense,” 

said Coach Chad Johnston. “But in all fairness, 
she played a great game against a very tough op-
ponent.”

Sussner had been the center of Coach John-
ston’s plan to attack the all-stater Kristi Fett. So 
he’d designed a plan to send his all-stater, Suss-
ner, into the path of Fett.

But try as she may to stop her and to get past 
her on offense, Fett’s influence on the game was 
just too much and Lyle/Pacelli took a 53-41 win 
to send the Vikings into Saturday’s third place 
game.

“We fought hard against her. But her presence 
changes everything,” said Coach Johnston.

Minneota trailed just 22-21 at the half in a 
low-scoring, methodical game that controlled 
by Fett’s presence. It wasn’t so much her scoring, 
which totaled 17 points, or even her rebounding 
(14), or her seven blocked shots — but just the 
fact that she became a presence in the middle 
that was just hard to negotiate.

“We did a wonderful job defending,” Coach 
Johnston said. “But Fett is an impressive player,” 
he added.

“She frustrated Lydia, but I think Lydia also did 
a good job on her defensively,” the coach added.

The idea was to go directly at Fett, wear her out 
and make her defend.

“They were very well aware of who Lydia was. 
Lydia tried to get a hand up on her but it was just 
physically exhausting.”

He’d also hoped to push the ball up the court 
and get Fett caught in “the transition,” but said, 
“We didn’t do a very good job of that. As the 
game went on they kept changing gears on us,” 
he said.

But Fett’s presence allowed the Lyle-Pacelli 
girls to drift high above the key to stop Minneota 
from shooting. “They took away our three-point 
shooters,” the coach said. 

Coach Johnston tried putting both Sussner 
and Morgan Hennen on Fett, but when Hennen 
eventually fouled out, the center was more wide 
open than ever. “When Morgan fouled out that 
made a difference,” she said.

Despite Fett, what did Minneota in was a pe-
riod of time in the second half when they didn’t 
score. 

Lyle/Pacelli went from a 31-30 lead to a 40-30 
advantage before Lizzy Gillingham hit a free 
throw. That was a nine-point run for the Athlet-
ics and about a five-minute span when the Vi-
kings didn’t score.

Despite a Viking press, they couldn’t get any 
closer than 48-41 and Minneota had to resort 
to fouls. Lyle/Pacelli was solid at the free throw 
line, hitting 15 of 19 in the second half alone. 
Fett sank seven of eight from the charity stripe.

Minneota was also cold shooting — some at-
tributed to Fett in the middle. She shot just 24 
percent for the game and 17 percent from three-
point land.

“We simply won more possessions than they 

did,” said Lyle/Pacelli Coach Justin Morris.
“We kinda stopped their running game,” he 

added.
Morris said, “We’re incredibly excited,” to be 

playing in the state championship.
As for Coach Johnston, he was philosophical. 

“This is a great team,” he said about Lyle/Pacelli. 
Then he stopped and added, “We still have an 
opportunity to finish with a win,” as he pointed 
to Saturday’s third place game.

Abby Hennen’s 15 led Minneota with Sussner 
scoring 11, Lizzy Gillingham seven; Morgan 
Hennen (who eventually fouled out trying to 
help guard Fett) five and Morgan Kockelman 
three. Abby Hennen had eight rebounds and 
Sussner seven. 

But Fett had 14 rebounds and seven blocks as 
she used her 6-5 frame to swat the ball away on 
numerous occasions.

“Lydia expended a lot of energy,” the coach said 
— yet she was able to score 11 points.

There just wasn’t any way to stop the too-tall 
Fett — and her presence took a huge toll on the 
Vikings.

Lyle/Pacelli would go on to beat Sleepy Eye in 
the state finals, 57-33.

Ada-Borup/Norman County West defeated 
Heritage Christian Academy, 63-47 to take fifth 
place in the Class A Tournament.
Lyle/Pacelli 53, Minneota 41

LYLE/PACELLI (2’s, 3’s, FT, F, TP) Kristi Fett,  5 0 7-10 3 17; 
Olivia Christianson 5 1 0-0 3 13; Abigail Bollingberg, 3 0 4-4 1 
10; Brooke Walter 2 1 2-4 1 7;  Kendal Truckenmiller, 0 1 1-2  
1 4; Lucy Nelson 0 0 2-2 2 2; Kayla Christopherson 0 0 0-0 0 
0. Totals 17 3 16-22 11 53.

MINNEOTA (2’s, 3’s, FT, F, TP) Abby Hennen 4 1 4-4 3 15; 

Lydia Sussner 4 0 3-4 3 11; Lizzy Gillingham 3 0 1-2 1 7; Mor-
gan Hennen 0 1 2-2 5 5; Morgan Kockelman 0 1 0-0  3 3; Abby 
Rost 0 0 0-0 0 0; Natalee Rolbiecki 0 0 0-0 0 0. Totals 11 3 
10-12 16  41.
Score by Halves
Lyle/Pacelli  22   31  —   53
Minneota
Statistics:   21   20  —   41

SHOOTING: Minneota (2’s 14 of 59 for 24 percent; 3’s 3 of 
17 for 18 percent; overall 17 of 76 for 22 percent); LP (2’s 17 
of 41 for 42 percent; 3’s 3 of 9 for 33 percent; overall 20 of 50 
for 40 percent).

REBOUNDS: Lyle/Pacelli 36 (Fett 14, Walter 6, Trucken-
miller, Bollingberg 4 each, Nelson 3); Minneota 38 Abby Hen-
nen,  Lizzy Gillingham 8 each;  Sussner 7; Morgan Hennen 6; 
Rolbiecki 4; Kockelman 2). 

TURNOVERS: Minneota 9; LP 11.
STEALS: Minneota 8 (Abby Hennen 3; Sussner, Morgan 

Hennen 2 each; Gillingham 1); LP 5 (Walter 3; Nelson 2).
ASSISTS: LP 13 (Walter 8, Bollingberg 3), Minneota (Suss-

ner 3, Abby Hennen, Morgan Hennen 2 each, Kockelman 1). 
BLOCKS: Minneota 4 (Sussner 3, Abby Hennen 1); LP 8 

(Fett 7, Christianson 1).

  Lydia Sussner (52) battled Lyle/
Pacelli’s 6-5 center Kristi Fett for 
the ball during the Athletics’ win 
over Minneota, 53-41. Abby Hen-
nenn drove toward the basket, 
guarded by the Athletics’ Abi-
gail Bollingberg. On the right, 
Hennen went to the floor to fight 
for the ball against Lyle/Pacelli’s 
Lucy Nelson.

Photos for the Mascot by Brian 
Jeremiason and Sue Jacobson 

(bottom, right)

 Minneota ✴ 507-872-6837

Congratulations
        Minneota Vikings!

Nothing 
but net 

this 
season!

Custom
Formula

Feeds
704 E. 1st St.

Minneota, MN
507-872-5417

Swish

Swish

Vikings!

Dalager’s Gas and Grocery
Minneota ✴ 872-6128

You ran the 
court all season! 
Congratulations 

Vikings! Gislason’s Ace Hardware
& The Arched Door

It was an exciting 
season Minneota 

Vikings!

Ivanhoe Family Pharmacy
366 E. George St. 

Ivanhoe  507-694-1166

Great teams have great 
coaches. Thank you 

Viking coaching staff 
for a excellent season!
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By Byron Higgin
Mascot Sports Editor

Menahga Coach Cody Pulju didn’t have to look 
far to see a duplicate of his own team.
Minneota, “Reminded me a lot of ourselves,” 

said the Braves coach.
Coach Cody Pulju simply said, “We ran into a 

real good team.”
Minneota held an 18-point lead in the second 

half, but had to hang on for a 74-69 win over the 
pressing, driving, small but quick Braves.
“We knew they were going to start putting pres-

sure on us with their diamond press the second 
half,” said Coach Johnston.
After taking an 11-point, 41-30 lead at the half 

— the Vikings took control of the game, build-
ing a 53-35 lead. But they couldn’t hold it.
Menahga threw the hard diamond press on Vi-

kings and slowly crept back into the game.
When Megan Hendrickson grabbed a rebound 

and put it back in, Minneota led just 64-60.
But Lizzy Gillingham, who would score 19 

points, got loose, thanks to a pass from Lydia 
Sussner, and scored for a 66-60 lead with 2:30 
to go.
But Menahga wasn’t through. Alyssa Anderson 

got loose for one of her four, three-pointers and 
Minneota’s lead was precarious at best — at 67-
65 with 1:45 to go. “They definitely intensified 
their defense,” said Coach Johnston.
Unfortunately for the Braves, they didn’t see the 

Lydia Sussner, Lizzy Gillingham train coming.

Gillingham scored and got a rebound, then hit 
one of two free throws. Sussner hit a free throw. 
Menagha’s second player fouled out — Megan 
and Tara Hendrickson and the Vikings held on 
for the first-round win at the state tournament.
Sussner scored 22 points with nine rebounds, 

collecting 14 of those points in the second half.
“We play against several big girls up north, but 

we’re not used to defending a girl like Sussner,” 
said Brave Coach Palju. “We don’t see big girls 
with the skills she has — with the height, athletic 
ability and skill,” he said.
“In fact, all four of their guards were hard to 

hold.” He was right, Gillingham scored 19, Mor-
gan Hennen 18 and Abby Hennen six.
“I knew they had two girls crashing down on us. 

But we knew we could do it. We had to step it up 
and help each other,” said Sussner.

IN THE first half it was Morgan Hennen who 
gave the Vikings a jump start. She hit two quick 
shots, “Then the third one some how went 
through,” Hennen laughed. It was a three-point-
er and she had 12 first half points. She would hit 
two three-pointers in the second half.
Minneota got off to a 16-8 lead in the first half 

and Menahga got further behind.
“This was our first state tournament and half 

our girls have never even been in this building,” 
said Brave Coach Pulju.
“We were kinda nervous,” said the Braves’ high-

point scorer Alyssa Peterson. She scored 24 
points.

“We let the environment get to us a little,” said 
the Brave’s coach.
He said the Braves had to go to the press because 

Minneota was, “Killing us in the half court.”

NET NOTES:

Lyle/Pacelli Athletics at noon on Friday at Target 
Center. The 30-1 squad took a 59-43 win over 
Heritage Christian. Their 6-5 center Kristi Fett, 
who scored 25 points with 18 rebounds, will be 
the subject of Minneota Coach Chad Johnston’s 
game plan.
“We’ll have to figure that out,” he said. The 

coach indicated shutting off Lyle/Pacelli’s good-
shooting guards or closely guarding Fett will be 
a tough decision.

from Abby Rost, who scored four points and had 

seven rebounds, five of them on defense.

Minneota 74, Menahga 69
MINNEOTA (2's, 3's, FT F, TP) Lizzy Gillingham 7 0 5-7 1 
19; Morgan Hennen 4 3 1-1 3 18; Lydia Sussner 8 0 6-8 1 
22; Morgan Kockelman 0 1 0-0 4 3; Abby Hennen 0 0 6-9 4 6; 
Natalee Rolbiecki 1 0 0-01 2; Abby Rost 2 0 0-0 1 4. Totals 
22 4 18-25 15 74.
  MENAHGA (2's, 3's, FT, F TP) Megan Hendrickson 8 0 3-6 
5 19; Leah Schwartz 4 0 0-0 2 8; Alyssa Peterson 3 4 6-7 2 
24; Tara Hendrickson 1 0 0-0 5 2; Cierra Ahlf 5 1 1-24 14; 
Martha Peterson 0 0 0-0 0 0; Annie Lake 0 0 2-2 1 2. Totals 
21 5 12-17 19 69.
Score by Halves
Menahga       30    39    —     69
Minneota       41    33    —     74
Statistics:

  SHOOTING: Minneota 26 of 53 for 49 percent. Menahga 26 
of 67 for 39 percent. (Three's: Minneota 4 of 13 for 31 percent; 
Menahga 5 of 21 for 24 percent.
  FREE THROWS: Minneota 18 of 25 for 72 percent; Menahga 
12 of 17 for 71 percent.
  REBOUNDS: Minneota 37 (Sussner 9 Rolbiecki 7, Gilling-
ham 6, Abby hennen 5, Morgan Kockelman 3, Morgan Hennen 
2); Menahga 37 (Megan Hendrickson 8; Schwartz, Peterson 6 
each; Tara Hendrickson, Ahlf 5 each; Lake 4).
  TURNOVERS: Minneota 15; Menahga 9.
  STEALS: Minneota 4, (Sussner 3, Morgan Hennen 1); 
Menahga 7 (Megan Hendrickson, Peterson, Ahlf 2 each; 
Schwartz 1).
  ASSISTS: Minneota 16 (Sussner 7; Abby Hennen 6; Morgan 
Hennen, Kockelman, Rolbiecki 1 each); Menahga 11 (Peter-
son 6; Schwartz 3; Tara Hendrickson, Ahlf 1 each).
  BLOCKS: Minneota 3 (Sussner, Kockelman, Abby Hennen 1 
each); Menahga 2 (Megan Hendrickson, Ahlf 1 each).
 

Vikings turn back Menahga, 74-69 

  The scramble on the floor (top) included Morgan Hennen 
(10), Lydia Sussner on the floor and Abby Hennen with Me-
nahga players also scrambling. Morgan Hennen shot a lay-
up past Leah Schwartz and Tara Hendrickson (above). Mor-
gan Kockelman (below).

Natalee Rolbiecki 
tried to stop Me-

nahga’s Megan 
Hendrickson 

(5). In the cen-
ter, Hennen and 
Abby Rost had 

her hemmed in. 
Photos by 

Sue Jacobson, 

Byron Higgin 

(left) and Brian 

Jeremiason (bot-

tom, center).

It was a slam 

dunk season 

Vikings!
Farmer’s Co-op Elevator 
Minneota: 872-6134 
Taunton: 872-6161

)armer’s &o-op Association
�01 )irst Street on Highway �� 

Minneota � ���-�1��

Congratulations 
on a great 

season Vikings!
Frank’s Electric, Plumbing & Heating

(507) 872-5007 ✴ (507) 530-3499
712 East First St. ✴ Minneota

Lic # EA000684 ✴ frankselectric@centurytel.net

We’re proud of our 
Minneota Vikings!

Jerry’s Therapy

Great 
season 
Vikings!

It's been a 
fun season 

covering the 
Minneota Vikings!

KLQP-FM
Madison/Dawson, MN 
(320) 598-7301

Listen for the voice of Paul Raymo at Q-92 FM!
Livestreaming available at www.klqpfm.com!

Minneota Bus Service

Congratulations 
on a winning season 

Minneota Vikings!

Dr. Lynn Buysse, DVM 
872

It was a dog-gone 
great season 

Vikings!
Minneota Veterinary Clinic

Olson Sanitation LLC

                   Minneota ◆ (800) 420-1914

This season 
was lit 

Vikings!

You scored a 
winning season 

Vikings!

413 N. Norman St. Ivanhoe 
507-694-1241
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Lizzy Gillingham
lives her dream

By Byron Higgin
Mascot Publisher

When Lizzy was a little girl, she used 
to play, “State Tournament” all the time, 
said her mother Diane Gillingham.

“She has always loved basketball,” said 
her mom.

Lizzy smiled when she said, “Yes, I 
used to play state tournament all the 
time. I’d make the players take tickets 
and pretend to play in the state tourna-
ment,” she said.

“She had the players all ready and 
played the whole game,” her mom add-
ed.

So who was the star of the game, she 
was asked. “I was,” she said.

In all of Lizzy Gillingham’s state tour-
nament fantasies, she always won the 
state championship.

So last weekend was for real.
She finally made it. Only this time her 

team didn’t win the state championship.
But they did take third.
“So what was it like to finally play in 

the state?” she was asked.
“It was awesome,” she said. Prob-

ably even better than all those fantasy 
games? “Yes, it was the best,” she said.

When asked what her biggest thrill 
was she said, “Taking the court for the 
first time at Target Center.”

All she could think about was, “This is 
where the pros play.”

And there she was, after all those 
years of make-believe, dreaming, plan-
ning and hoping, Lizzy Gillingham was 
playing on the big stage.

When asked what it was like to take 
the floor against Lyle/Pacelli’s 6-5 center 
Kristi Fett, Gillingham said, “She didn’t 
seem that tall, until you stand right be-
side her.”

But once the game started, it became 
obvious the only thing to do was, “Just 
not be afraid of here and not back off.”

Gillingham didn’t, either.
But Fett was definitely a handful.
“It was really  a close game, until we had to foul — then we 

got behind,” Gillingham said.
One of the thrills of the game came on the air when WCCO 

broadcaster Dave Lee talked about Lizzy Gillingham and how 
her grandfather was Green Bay Packer football player Gale 
Gillingham and her father professional power lifter Brad Gill-
ingham.

Minneota may not have won the state tournament, as Lizzy 
Gillingham has imagined oh, so many times.

But Lizzy is just a junior, and with all the starters back, well, 

who knows, they may just be back for another run at the title 
— and maybe another chance for Lizzy Gillingham’s dream 
to come true.

Playing down there, “Makes us hungry and we want to go 
back,” Gillingham said.

Despite not living the complete dream, she says, “It was a 
perfect way to end the season.”

And maybe, just maybe, after all those rehearsals all those 
years, “I’ve got more confidence now.”

 And on a certain night, sometime in the future, it’s just 
possible Lizzy Gillingham’s dream will come true.

Anyway, she says, “We decided third place is pretty awe-
some.” That it is!

Class A State 
Tournament

Lyle-Pacelli 59, Heritage Christian Academy 43
Minneota 74, Menahga 69
Mountain Iron-Buhl 63, Stephen-Argyle Central 48
Sleepy Eye 53, Ada-Borup 51

Semifinals
Lyle-Pacelli 53, Minneota 41
Sleepy Eye 63, Mt. Iron-Buhl 48

Consolations
Heritage Christian Academy 66, Menahga 59
Ada-Borup/Norman County West 74, 
    Stephen-Argyle Central 56

CHAMPIONSHIP
Lyle/Pacelli 57, Sleepy Eye 33

THIRD PLACE
Minneota 74, Mt. Iron-Buhl 56

CONSOLATION FINAL
Ada-Borup/NCW 63, Heritage CA 47

   The Gillinghams. Lizzy Gillingham posed with her father Brad and 
mother Diane plus some of the memorabilia the team won on its drive 
to third place in the state. Lizzy has been practicing for the big moment 
on the big stage all her life and finally got her chance to play in the 
state tournament. Staff Photo by Byron Higgin.

109 N. 
Jefferson St.     

Minneota   

What an 
exciting season 

Vikings!

cari@minneotafit24.com •  507-828-5862

What a season 
Minneota Vikings!!!

JB Carpentry
Josh Brewers  104 N

115 W. 1st Street  Minneota 507-872-6147

We’re proud of our 
Minneota Vikings!

Pete’s Electric Motor & Powder Coating
3690 County Road 3· Minneota ✴ 507-872-5188 ✴ 507-829-7214 

Congratulations Minneota
Vikings!

You shot 
your way 
to state!

Stephanie Vlaminck, 
D.C., CCSP®

202 E. 1st St.  Minneota  
(507) 872-5200

(507) 872-6119  Minneota  www.rehkamp-horvath.com

Rehkamp Horvath 

Funeral Directors

Slam Dunk Season 
Minneota Vikings!

You cooked up a 
winning 

season Vikings!

Taunton 

872-6658

To make an appointment
 with Judy call: 507-829-6921

For an appointment with Desi call: 507-828-8489

We’re proud of our 

Minneota Vikings! 

  Congrats!

Tolk Graveling
Minneota  872-6730  530-6340

You 
crushed it 
this season
vikings!


